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1994/95 National Soccer League 
TOP SIX SERIES 


Chairman's 
Welcome 


Over the last few years Australian 
soccer has continued to grow 
stronger. The challenge for our 
sport now is to take it to a level 
where it fits comfortably with other mainstream Australian 
sports. The infrastructure for such development is already 
in place. 

With more young people playing soccer than any other 
football code in Australia, and our development of juniors 
being the most successful in the game's history, the 
prospects for the future are exciting. 

At the international level Australia is now highly regarded 
as a highly respected competitor on the world stage. 
Currently our Youth team, the Coca-Cola Young 
Socceroos, is in Qatar competing in the 8th World Youth 
Championship for the FIFA/Coca-Cola Cup ina 
competition in which Australia has a proud record. 

To achieve our goals and develop the game further it is 
imperative that we have a strong National League. The 
Australian Soccer Federation sees the National Soccer 
League as the backbone of the body of soccer. A healthy, 
vibrant National League is an indispensable part of 
Australian soccer. The Australian Soccer Federation is 
committed to continuing to improve the National Soccer 
League and to provide the best football competition in 
Australia. 

The Australian Soccer Federation would like to thank its 
dedicated sponsors of the National Soccer League; QUIT - 
Smoking Who Needs It, Optus Communications, Coca- 
Cola and Ansett Australia. Furthermore, a special thanks to 
SBS Television which has brought live National Soccer 
League action to our television screens, 

The biggest thanks of all, however, goes to you, the fans 
who follow our game with such passion. 

To all six competing clubs, good luck during the next four 
weeks and may the best team win the 1994/95 National 
Soccer League Championship. 


David Hill 
Chairman 
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League Manager's Foreword 


Congratulations to Melbourne 
<nights on their wonderful 
achievement in winning their 
second consecutive Premiership 
‘tle, their fourth in five years. This 
makes 1994/95 a memorable 
season for the Knights, adding to 
the club's triumphant Johnnie 
Walker Cup win at the start of the 
season, 

We are now into our third year of 
the Top 6 format for the National 
Soccer League Championship 
Series which was first introduced 
in 1993, This format has 
undergone minor cosmetic 
surgery gach year for the benefit 
of the National League clubs. 

This year, as a result of major 
ground improvements, we are 
delighted to be able to stags the 
ist Round (two leg) matches at 
the home grounds of the 
participating teams, ensuring an 
increase of revenue for all six 
clubs, 

The format has also enabled 
interest in the competition to be 
sustained right up to the last 
minute of the ‘home and away’ 
series. With only two rounds to go, 
the second last placed team in the 
Premiership table was still capable 
of making the Top 6. 

With the position on the table 
determining; which leg is played at 
nome; the double chance for the 
top two teams; and which city the 
Grand Final will be played in, even 
tne top three clubs were locked in 
‘mportant and determined 
struggles. 

| am certain the 1994/95 N.S.L. 
Top 6 Championship series will 
take over where the final rounds of 
the Premiership season left off 
and provide us with four weeks of 
‘op class, exciting and nail-biting 
soccer, 

This has been our inaugural 
year for the 'penalty shoot out and 
ve televised soccer. Both have 
received plaudits and brick—bats 

om the public, players and 
o*cials alike. The League will 


through the 'Quit" campaign. To 
Optus Communications, sincere 
thanks for saying 'Yes' once again, 
and to Qantas Airlines, our former 
carrier, our gratitude for their 
assistance over the past five 
years. 

We welcome the return of an old 
friend to soccer in Ansett Airlines 
with whom, in partnership with 
Cathay Pacific, we look forward to 
a successful relationship for the 
next four years. 

Our thanks also go to the Coca- 
Cola System for their continued 
support of the National Soccer 
League and Australian soccer in 
general. 

Please enjoy the games and we 
wish ‘your' team every success. 


assess the arguments for and 
against their continuance for the 
1995/96 N.S.L. season, 

In the meantime, SBS Television 
continues to act as an excellent 
vehicle for the National League 
with its live, second half coverage 
of the 'Match of the Day’ and its 
popular On The Ball programme. 

Exciting years are ahead for our 
National League clubs, with the 
doors being opened for our 
National Champions with the 
possibility of playing against their 
counterparts in the Japanese ‘J' 
League, with prize money in 
excess of $100,000 for the winner, 
as well as a share of the gate 
revenue. 

This will, no doubt, be the 
forerunner to European Cup style 
competitions being formed in the 
Asia-Pacific Region. 

We are grateful to our sponsors, 
the Victorian Health Promotion 
Foundation, and their loyal support 
of the National Soccer League 


Peter Russell 
League Manager 


— 


ASF 
Australian Soecer 
Federation 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 
FINAL TABLE 


P W D PWL F A Pts 


Melbourne Knights 24 16 4 2 4 56 25 70 
Adelaide City 24164 1 4 41 2069 
Sydney United 24155 3 4 3419 68 
MorwellFalcons 24 8 114 5 41 37 47 
West Adelaide 248 8 5 8 28 32 45 
South Melbourne 249 5 3 10 42 36 44 
Brisbane Strikers 248 6 3 10 34 32 41 
Wollongong City 24 8 4 2 12 39 46 38 
Sydney Olympic 248 4 1 12 27 34 37 
Marconi-Fairfield 246 7 4 11 34 43 35 
Melbourne SC 246 6 4 12 20 37 34 
ParramattaEagles 24 7 3 2 14 25 34 33 
Heidelberg United 24 6 3 1 15 27 53 28 
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Adelaide City striker Damian Mori shows the passion of his winning goal in last year's Grand Final. 


GRAND FINAL OR 
FIRST PAST THE POST? 


Bruce Campbell digs deep into the age 
old argument, one which will still be 
talked about wherever football fans meet 


THE GRAND FINAL has been 
played for as long as most of 
today's spectators have been alive 
- or even longer in many cases. 

Yet, it is still an emotion packed 
subject and sure to get a real ding 
dong argument going in any bar or 
football ground where the game is 
talked about. 

That's right FOOTBALL, you 
know the beautiful game which is 
played with the feet all over the 
world. 
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The traditionalists will tell you 
that all over the world our sport 
crowns its champions with a first- 
past-the-post league, that Grand 
Finals are for other brands of 
football, other brands which don't 
have the traditions of our game. 

Not true, others would say. 

They would point out that in 
Brazil - where the game really is 
beautiful - they play their very own 
version of the Grand Final by 
pitting the winner from the first 


phase of their league against the 
winner of the second. 

And even in Europe the old 
ways are slowly being replaced by 
more crowd appealing formats. 

Even in Scotland, where our 
style of football was developed, 
they wanted to introduce the 
Scandinavian style league which 
sees the top half break away from 
the bottom half after the first phase 
and, while the top clubs would 
fight out for the championship, the 


Dottom clubs would fight it out for 
rst division survival. 

Now that sounds interesting - 
maybe the NSL could use that! 

And even the English, who 
allowed their footballers to hack 
‘rugby talk for kick an opposing 
olayer in the shins) long after the 
graceful Scots had become 
civilised, have introduced the play 
off system for promotion in their 
ower leagues 
with the finals 
even being 
played at that 
nallowed of 
nallowed 
stadiums, 
Wembley. 

lf any 
justification is 
needed for our 


It is also traditionally the biggest 
crowd of the season also - 
although South Melbourne and 
Heidelberg United have already 
set the pace with their Round 1 
crowd of over twenty thousand 
when they staged the ‘farewell to 
Middle Park’. 


could give you twenty equally valid 
reasons why it should be 
scrapped. 

However, maybe another reason 
for its retention has been 
overlooked in the emotion charged 
debates - consistency. 

Year after year we witness 
changes to the National League, 
year after year the rules are 
tampered with to give bonus 
points, shoot 
outs or 
whatever, and 
now even FIFA 
are getting in 
on the act with 
changes to the 
actual rules 
themselves. 
Many of 

these changes 


own Top Six are excellent 
system just innovations, 
consider how some are even 
much interest quite brilliant 
was maintained but rarely, if 
in this year's ever, do they 
competition right last more than 
up until the last a season or 
xick off the ball two. 
‘ast week - no That is why 
fewer than five the Grand 
games still had Final is so 
a bearing on the important. We 
start of today's can't keep on 
championship chopping and 
knock out. changing our 

For the showcase 
players our event. Every 
Grand Final is time we do that 
tne nearest most we lose a 
of them will ever smidgen of 
gettoa credibility. 
“Vembley, Adelaide City's Alex Tobin has tasted the highs and lows of Grand Final = Me? | love it, 
4ampden or football. In this shot his agony over a near miss against Melboume _ it's like the cup 
Maracana Knights is obvious - just as obvious as his ecstasy at holding up the final and the 
appearance, champions trophy on our front cover. league all 
aithough there rolled into one 
are a few who with the added 


wl! be out there today who 
m»ghtn't be that far from away from 
tose dizzy dreams. 

But the Aussie Grand Final is the 
*ootballer's day, it is the occasion 
emen they are taking part in 
*o0%ball's showcase, the single 
meagest game of the domestic 
2gue season. 


But normally it is the biggest 
crowd of the season and that, if 


any is needed, is ample 
justification for the event's 
existence. 


Anyone could give you twenty 
really good reasons why the 
Grand Final is a great system - 
and conversely its opponents 


bonus of the atmosphere 
generated by a big crowd. 
And | bet that even its fiercest 
critics will still either tune in on 
SBS or be there in person in three 
weeks time when arguably our two 
best teams run onto the park for 
the 1995 NSL Grand Final - 
Aussie football's big day. 
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Johnnie Walker 
Red Label. 
Proud 


to 


support 
Australian 


Soccer. 


Steve Horvat - 
oe a a 


medal : 


WITH JUST seven weeks of the 
current season gone most football fans 
were asking not whether Melbourne 
Knights would win the League, but by 
how much. 

But a couple of defeats along the 
way even saw them come close to 
losing the top dog position they had 
held since Round 2. 

And when a Norman Tome inspired 
Sydney Olympic put the Knights back 
on the rack again the League 
Premiership was scripted to go right 
down to the wire. 

‘That result affected our pride," said 
Knights defender Steve Horvat. "They 
had already beaten us this season and 
we were all out to restore the balance. 

“Really, Sydney Olympic totally 
dominated us in that game." 

That result gave a few journalists a 
new outlook on the classy Melbourne 
side when all of a sudden it was being 
suggested that they had lost their 
bottle, that they couldn't win the big 
games. 

But one man who doesn't agree with 
that appraisal is Steve Horvat, one of 
the outstanding young guns of Aussie 
football and one who seems set for a 
long career in a Coca-Cola Socceroo 
jumper also. 

That's quite ridiculous," laughs 
Horvat. 

Just look what we did to Morwell 
Falcons. I think if anything that in the 
second half of this season that we 
nave fared really well in those big 
games. 

You could say that we have let 
ourselves down against the lower 
placed teams." 

Horvat isn't just a stylish player, he 


is also someone who thinks deeply 
about the game and he is astute in his 
assessment of the difficulties that 
Melbourne Knights face in the Top 
Six series without their top scorer 
Mark Viduka who is away on World 
Youth Cup duty. 

"There is no doubt that Mark's 
absence will be a big loss to the side," 
concedes Horvat. 

"But Joe Spiteri has come back and 
is amongst the goals. We can score 
without Mark, we did it Jast year and 
we'll just have to get it going again 
now." 

Horvat has really come into the 
reckoning in his own right this last 
couple of seasons, so much so that 
Eddie Thomson has no hesitation in 
naming him in any Australian line— 
up. 

"Stevie Horvat?", says Thomson, 
"there is no problem with him, he can 
do a job for me any time. 


"I wouldn't have any hesitation in 
naming Horvat in my sides." 

That sort of knowledge has seen 
Horvat's confidence grow all season 
to the point that he is freely 
acknowledged as one of the league's 
outstanding players. 

The former North Geelong player 
made his NSL debut away back in 
1989 — the last season before summer 
football was introduced. 

Since then he has gone on to 
establish himself in the big time but 
there is still one thing which has so far 
eluded the talented sweeper — a Grand 
Final winner's medal. 

Last year Steve Horvat suffered the 
heartbreak of failing at the final 
hurdle to Adelaide City, this year he 
will be looking to steer the Knights 
one step further — with a Grand Fina] 
medal firmly in his sights. 


Reported by Mike Komadina 
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At Optus, th . erson who picks 
your call haS the power to help. 


Optus customer service people don’t have to turn to a higher authority to make decisions. So a La» 


s 


headset comes with a certain mindset - to solve your problems rather than pass them on. And this is the 


chief reason why 98% of your enquiries have been solved on the first call. E 
OPTUS 


Patts 14370 
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Looking for a 
Stage to star on 


IT SAYS a lot for the 
calibre of player under 
South Melbourne coach 
Frank Arok this season that 
the team has even made the 
Top Six. 

After only one round of 
the season they found 
themselves without a home 
ground and even having to 
train on a public park as 
Middle Park was 
demolished to make way 
for the Melbourne Grand 
Prix. 

A horror run of results 
saw the Blues at one stage 
even holding up the rest of 
the league — from the 
bottom position. 

A string of injuries, poor 
form and then the loss of 
the likes of Mehmet 
Durakovic, Paul Wade, 
Steve Tassios and Angie 
Goutzioulis put a bullet into 
Arok's ambitions of another 
championship. 

But then South 
Melboume staged the most 
remarkable comeback in 
the history of the NSL, 
finally sneaking into the 
Top Six and then, with a 
houdini like act, hanging on 
to their place by the 
thickness of a football lace. 

The only people in the 
game who thought that the 
Blues would do it were 
their own supporters — and 
only the most ardent ones at 
that. 

But with Paul Trimboli in 
outstand-ing form they had 
some cause for optimism. 

Just two season ago 


Trimboli was the Australian 
Player of the Year and 
seemingly on the verge of 
big things. 

However, that national 
team call-up never really 
came, although Trimboli 
still managed to play a bit 
part in Australia's World 
Cup trail. 

How could you be the 
Player of the Year, an 
oustatnding club player for 
one of Australia's glamour 
clubs but not even rate in 
the top twenty players in 
the country? 

Some say that Trimboli is 
too slow, that he isn't ready 
for the big jump up to 
international football — but 
the attacking midfielder 
with the silky skills doesn't 
agree, 

"I've been hearing that I 


don't have pace all of my 
career," he says. 

"But there are different 
aspects to the game, and if 
some players use pace to 
their advantage then I like 
to think I can use other 


assets. 

"You couldn't have 
eleven out and out 
speedsters in a team, you 
have to have players who 
can win the ball as well as 
others who can do a few 
things as well. 

"I was disappointed to be 
left out of the last 
Australian squad, especially 
when you consider that it 
was made up of home 
based players. 

"But I still consider 
myself to be amongst the 
best twenty players in the 
country and it is now up to 


me to get back into thaat 
squad. 

"To do that I am going to 
have to perform on the 
biggest club stage." 

And a Grand Final 
appearance would present 
Trimboli with the best 
chance to prove his 
doubters wrong. 

But having only just 
‘come good' — even with a 
casualty list that wouldn't 
loom out of place in an 
emergency ward, maybe 
Paul] Triomboli is being just 
a bit too optimistic. 

Again he doesn't see it 
that way at all and puts his 
argument across with the 
same kind of eloquence that 
characterises his brilliant 
on-field play. 

"I don't see why we can't 
do well," Trimboli says. 

"We are in with the same 
chance as everyone else, 
after all the other teams 
have to play us. 

"If we can get through the 
minor semi finals then we 
are only one game off the 
Grand Final - and if we 
reach that then anything 
can happen. 

"After all, the Grand Final 
is only one game of 
football." 

Maybe, but you can't help 
thinking that Paul Trimboli, 
the man rated by many as 
the best individual player in 
this country, is saving it up 
to show just what a talent 
that the Coac-Cola 
Socceroos are missing out 
on. 
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"COCA-COLA", “COKE”, THE DYNAMIC RIBBON DEVICE, “ALWAYS” AND THE “ALWAYS” LOGO ARE TRADEMARKS OF THE COCA-COLA COMPANY 
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AY 
“ASI The Road to the 
GRAND FINAL 


‘Federation 


MAJOR SEMI FINAL 
(1st v 2nd) 
Two Legs 


1st Leg — 17th April 1995 


Adelaide City ELIMINATION ELIMINATION 
Vv SEMI FINAL SEMI FINAL 
Melbourne Knights (3rd v 5th) Two Legs (4th v 6th) Two Legs 
Venue: 


1st Leg - 16th April 1995 
West Adelaide 
v Sydney United 
Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium 


1st Leg — 15th April 1995 
Morwell Falcons 
v South Melbourne 


Hindmarsh Stadium 


2nd Leg — 23rd April 1995 


Melbourne Knights Venue: Falcons Stadium 
V 2nd Leg — 23rd April 1995 
Adelaide City Sydney United 2nd Leg — 23rd April 1995 
Venue: Vv West Adelaide South Melbourne 
Melbourne Venue: Croatian Sports V Morwell Falcons 


Centre 


Venue: Olympic Park 


Croatian Sports Centre 


MINOR SEMI FINAL 
(Winners of Elimination Semi Finals) 


25th April 1995 
Venue: City of highest 
placed contestant 


PRELIMINARY FINAL 
(Loser of Major Semi Final v winner of 
Minor Semi Final) 


30th April 1995 
Venue: City of loser of Major Semi Final 


GRAND FINAL 


(Winner of Major Semi Final v winner of Preliminary Final) 


7th May 1995 
Venue: City of winner of Major Semi Final 
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Australian Soccer 
Federation 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAG' 


A\ 0 RR OO OOO aE 


| MAJOR SEMIFINAL SEMI FINAL 


Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 
Monday 17 April 1995 


MELBOURNE 
KNGH 


ADELAIDE CITY MELB. KNIGHTS 


Coach: Zoran Matic Coach: Mirko Bazic 


1 -Jason Petkovic Frank Juric — 1 
2 - Sergio Melta Vinko Buljubasic -2 
3 - Tony Vidmar Fausto De Amicis -3 
4 —- Milan Ivanovic David Cervinski - 4 
5 — Alex Tobin Steve Horvat -5 
6 —- Carlo Talladira Andrew Marth -6 
7 - Damian Mori Mark Silic - 7 
8 —- Bradley Hassell Josip Biskic -8 
9 -—Joe Mullen Mark Viduka -9 


10 — John Gibson 

11 -— Goran Lozanovski 
12 — Craig Foster 

13 - Mark Yates 

14 - Jamie Perin 


Lubo Lapsansky - 10 
Ollie Pondeljak - 11 
Vilson Knesevic - 12 
Damian Vojtek — 13 
Damian Grganovic - 14 
15 —- Jamie Marino Zoran Markovski — 15 
16 — Jamie Carreno Joe Spiteri - 16 
17 — Michael Brockwell 17 
18 - Dino Mennillo Viado Vanis - 18 
19 - Angie Goutzioulis Danny Tiatto - 19 
21 - Daniel Mignano Krunislav Razov — 20 
22 — Angelo Constanzo Ante Kovacevic — 21 
Peter Schwellinger — 22 


| ELIMINATION 


Morwell Falcom 
Saturday *= 


MORWELL FALCONS f 


Coach: Harry Bingham 


1 - Vince Matassa 

2 - Garry Upton 

- Claudio Canosa 

— Steven Douglas 

— Shaun Parton 

— Franscio Dinis 

— Sonny Sevin 

— John Waddell 

— Brian Bothwell 

10 — John Markovski 

11 — Lachlan Armstrong 
12 - Scott Miller 

13 - Carlo Villani 

14 - Marcus Stergeopoulos 
15 —- Warren Spink 

16 — Doug Marcina 

17 - Ozan Fehmi 

18 — Justin Geri 

19 -— Juan Paolo Ferreira 
20 - Jason Dastey 


OCOONOOA AW 


This Top Six Magazine was produced by RB Campbell Publishing & Marke 


FO OU OO Oo ae 
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BRR OO OO a yO 


2UE TOP SIX 1995 ASE a ak 


BE OO NO » 


\ SEMI FINAL | | ELIMINATION SEMIFINAL | SEMI FINAL 


ms ars Morwell Hindmarsh Stadium, Adelaide 
1995 Sunday 16 April 1995 


WEST ADELAIDE SYDNEY UNITED 


Coach: Branko Culina 


| SOUTH MELBOURNE 


Coach: Raul Blanco 


Coach: Frank Arok 


Dean Anastasiadis — 
Kevin Muscat — 

Gary Hasler - 
‘Mehmet Durakovic — 
Mike Valkanis — 
Jason Polak - 

Ivan Kelic - 

Paul Trimboli- 9 
Zeljko Vrbanjac — 10 
Con Boutsianis — 11 
Francis Awaritefe -— 13 
Mike Petersen — 14 

Con Anthopoulos - 15 
Steve Panopoulos - 16 
John Verikakis - 18 
Con Komilionis — 19 
“™tnos Latinopoulos - 20 
Steve Mangos - 21 
Steve Mautone - 22 

Bill Damianos — 23 

3S ancarlo Lucchetta - 24 
“= sander Kuzmanovic — 25 


ON ah WMD — 


S publishers of 


— Peter Blazincic 

— Con Kokkinoplitis 

— Robert Slager 

— George Haniotis 

— Robbie Hooker 

- George Slifkas 

— Jose Iriarte 

— Ayrton Andriolo 

— Cyrille Ndongo-Keller 
10 — Pablo Cardozo 
11 -— Stan Lazaridis 
12 — Jim Keramidas 
13 - Scott Morrison 
14 - Frank Tibaldi 
15 — Mark Brazzale 
16 — Richie Alagich 
17 — Jim Tsekinis 
18 — Nick Politis 
19 — Chris Ball 
20 — Anthony Giannasca 
21 — Ross Aloisi 


Velimir Kupresak 


Ljupco Naumovski 


Zeljko Kalac 
Robert Stanton 


Tony Popovic 
Mark Babic 


Ivan Petkovic 
Ante Moric 
Tony Krslovic 
Ante Milicic -—10 


OONOOHAWHDH — 


Eric Hristodoulou — 11 


Mark Rudan - 12 
Mario Jerman - 13 
David Zdrilic - 14 
Zeljko Babic - 15 
Manis Lamond —- 16 
Paul Bilokapic — 17 
Richard Plesa - 18 
Joe Vrkic — 19 
Domenic Usalj - 20 
Chad Gibson - 21 
John Perosh —- 22 
Lou Trajceski - 23 


Inside Soccer, Falcons Soccer, Match Day & Marconi Football. 
siaienaien ain ain oie nite ain aie itn nite itn alte atte itn alte alte ttn ott ie itn oi oie oi oe i oo | 
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under the following format; 


SOUTHERN DIVISION 

MATCHA 

Elimination Semi Final 

Saturday, 15 April 1995, Morwell Falcons Park 
South Melbourne v Morwell Falcons 

(kick off 4.00pm) 


MATCH B 

Preliminary Semi Final 

Saturday, 15 April 1995, Melbourne Croatian Sports 
Centre 

Melbourne Knights v Heidelberg United 

(kick off 3.00pm) 


MATCH G 

Preliminary Final 
Saturday, 22 April 1995 
Winner 'A' v Loser 'B' 


MATCH D 

Divisional Grand Final 
Tuesday, 25 April 1995 
Winner 'B' v Winner 'C' 


INTER DIVISIONAL PLAY OFF 
MATCH E 

Sunday, 30 April 1995 

Winner 'D' v Winner of South Australia NYL 


NORTHERN DIVISION 

MATCH F 

Elimination Semi Final 

Sunday, 16 April 1995, Melita Stadium 

Parramatta Eagles v Queensland Academy of Sport 
(kick off 4.00pm) 


MATCH G 

Preliminary Semi Final 

Saturday, 15 April 1995, AIS Competition Ground 
Australian Institute of Sport v Sydney United 
(kick off 6.00pm) 


MATCH H 
Preliminary Final 
Sunday, 23 April 1995 
Winner 'F' v Loser 'G' 


MATCH | 

Divisional Grand Final 
Sunday, 30 April 1995 
Winner 'G' v Winner 'H' 


NATIONAL GRAND FINAL 
MATCH J 

Sunday, 7 May 1995 

Winner 'G' v Winner 'E' 
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National Youth League 1994/95 


The National Youth League Top Four series will be played 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


P WD L F A Pts 
26 22 2 2 98 22 68 


AlS 
Sydney United 
Parramatta Eagles 


26 17 6 
26 17 3 6 65 34 54 


3 60 25 57 


Qld Academy 26.16 3 7 68 41 51 


Sydney Olympic 26 
Marconi Fairfield 26 
Wollongong City 26 


Northern NSW 26 
ACT Academy 26 
Olympic Colts 26 
Soccer NSW 26 
Parramatta Colts 26 


Marconi Academy 26 
Sydney United Colts 26 


14 2 10 68 46 44 
13 3 10 58 43 42 
13 3 10 62 53 42 
12 2 12 50 47 38 
11 4 #11 47 41 37 
10 5 11 45 46 35 
5 3 18 31 57 18 
3 6 17 32 75 15 
2 7 17 26 91 13 
2  Tw23 26 1477 


NORTHERN DIVISION 


Melbourne Knights 26 
Heidelberg United 26 


South Melbourne 26 
Morwell Falcons 26 
Melbourne SC 26 
North Geelong 26 
Bulleen Lions 26 
VIS 26 
Springvale City Reds 26 
Port Melbourne 26 
Green Gully 26 
Altona Magic 26 
Preston Lions 26 


Sunshine Georgies 26 


TEAM SQUADS 


AUSTRALIAN 
INSTITUTE OF SPORT 
1 Trinity Allen 

2 Vaughan Hunter 

3 Gabriel Exposito 

4 Andrew McDermott 

5 Billy Gjakovski 

6 Hayden Foxe 

7 Peter Ritchie 

8 Michael Curcija 

9 Mijo Trupkovic 

10 Josip Simunic 

11 Stephen De Giovanniello 
12 Con Blatsis 

13 Zjelko Susa 

14 George Vallas 

15 Michael Garcia 


16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
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ASF 


Australian Soccer 
Federation 


Lucas Neill 

llija Prenzoski 
Danny Milosveic 
Peter Buljan 
Ivan Zelic 
Barney Smith 


HEIDELBERG UNITED 


Sam Frangos 
Theo Alexiou 
Steve losofidis 
Lee Tsoumerkas 
Les Anastasiou 
Eric Vasiliadis 
John Kolevris 

Con Varsos 
George Peppas 
10 Michael Tyrilos 

11 Tony Polykandritis 
12 Ramzi Aback 

13 Sasha Nedeljkovic 
14 Steve Pouniotis 
15 Jim Parisis 

16 Jerry Cokkosis 

17 Andreew Viahos 
18 Sam Sprekos 

19 Robert Jursel 


MELBOURNE 


KNIGHTS 

1 Adrian Cagalj 
2 Paul Morgan 
3 Ilija Dragicevic 
4 Mark Bacak 

5 Ante Kovacevic 
6 

7 

8 
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Damien Vojtek 
Paul Magdic 
Luc Stolica 
9 Branko Bacak 
10 Krunoslav Razov 
11 Tom Gavran 
12 Joey Rajher 
13 Martin Raspudic 


14 Tom Luketic 

15 Nik Raguz 

16 Jason Vukadin 
17 Stephen Karlusic 
18 Wilson Knezevic 
19 Marco Di Savro 
20 John Jelincic 

21 Stephen Kasun 


MORWELL FALCONS 
20 Robert Guarascio 

2. Tristan Zimora 
3  Vojtek Repetowski 
4 Lee Dastey 

5 Justin geri 

6 Simon Scembri 
7 James Alesi 

8 Dean Vella 

9 Richard Tepaa 
10 Jason Koppen 
11. Nick La Penta 
12 Jaimie Nash 
15 Justin Irvine 

13 Menezes Hugo 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
Dean Anastasiadis 
Nathan Edwards 
Jim Latinopoules 
Steve Mangos 
Dean Pilitsiaris 
Tansell Baser 
Sasha Nikolic 

Con Harbis 

Con Komilionis 
Andrew Hansalis 
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11 Bill Damianos 
12 Theo Mihaloglou 
13 Con Georgantis 
14 George Tzirtis 
15 Alfonzo Opanzo 
16 Con Anthopoulos 
17 Bill Roubos 

18 Manuel Chotelis 
19 Menios Papas 
20 John Kantzidis 


SYDNEY UNITED 
22 John Perosh 

2 Tom Maric 

3 James Green 
4 Joe Vkric 

5 Michael Sincek 
6 Louie Trajcevski 
7 Darko Zoric 

8 Mario Jermen 
9 Dominic Usalj 
10 Chad Gibson 
11. Zan Kukucka 
12 Jacob Burns 
23 Mark Saric 

14 Adrian Lara 

15 Scott Jeffers 
16 Chris Care 

17 Zeljko Babic 
18 Richard Plesa 
19 Marko Rudaan 
1 Ziatko Joeveski 


QUEENSLAND 
ACADEMY OF SPORT 
1 Scott Higgins 


Darren Stachowicz 
Wayne Knipe 
Michael Lane 
Steven Dane 
Matthew Bell 
Kasey Wehrman 
Chay Hews 

Reece Tollenaere 
10 Robert Pudja 

11 Tony De Lange 

12 Alan Gordon 

13 Glenn Kolpack 

14 Clinton McDermott 
15 Todd Charles 

16 Scott Guyett 

17 Ben Wood 

20 Peter Ives 
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PARRAMATTA EAGLES 
Jason Holmes 
Mark Smithwick 
Anthony Alvos 
James Warburton 
Stuart Nielsen 
David Maude 
David Harding 
Malcolm Meilak 
Bekir Bulut 

10 Leon Alexiou 

11 David Huxley 

12 Sebastian Sinozic 
13 Robert Cicek 

14 Tim Turton 

15 Lucas Panerello 
16 Anthony Panzarino 
17 Gary Attard 

20 Shaun Woods 
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Adelaide City's Tony Vidmar has made a big impact at both club and international level since his return from Belgium 


It may be Adelaide City coach Zoran Matic's 
last season but for his players its just 


BUSINESS 
AS USUAL 


THEY ALWAYS seem to get it 
right just when the business end of 
the season comes along - almost 
as if Adelaide City coach Zoran 
Matic treats the start of the season 
as a learning exercise. 

Matic seems to possess an 
uncanny knack of getting his 
teams to peak at the right time, 
and with the Grand Final now only 
three weeks away the Zebras are 
looking good for yet another big 
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appearance. 

“That's a fair comment," agrees 
City star Tony Vidmar. 

"Each season we play to a plan 
and we aim to peak just at this 
time. 

"That means that we look over 
each game we play and try to 
rectify any small problems that 
might have come up. 

“Adelaide City just tries to build 
on that formula, we do our 


homework." 

That homework sees Adelaide 
City play host to League Premiers, 
Melbourne Knights in the major 
semi final with the prize being a 
direct passage to the Grand Final. 

Naturally the whole of Adelaide 
is buzzing with the possibility that 
the Zebras will make it once more. 

"The whole town is talking about 
the game," says Vidmar, "and | 
suppose that that kind of tension 


helps us to play better - we seem 
to thrive on the big occasion. 

"Adelaide City has gained 
recognition from the whole of the 
sporting public in town but we 
really deserve that recognition 
because of what we have 
achieved over the years. 

"But Adelaide expects us to be 
in another Grand Final - anything 
less just isn't good enough." 

That expectation has led to the 
City players being recognised in 
the streets of the South Australian 
capital, something which Tony 
Vidmar also experienced in his 
spell overseas with Belgian club 
football. 

"Its been happening for the last 
four or five years here," he says, 
"we get good media coverage in 
town, so that helps too." 

But Tony Vidmar hasn't closed 
his eyes to the possibilities of 
another trip overseas just because 
of the success of the Zebras. 

"I'd have to be honest and say 
that I'd listen to any offer that 
came up," he admits. 

"Like all players, I'm always 


open to offers. 

“But just now our business is 
making another Grand Final 
appearance. 

"Adelaide City is a team with 
good players in it but we don't play 
as individuals, that is our big 
strength." 

You could be forgiven for 
thinking that the Zebras are going 
all out to win another Grand Final 
for their coach, Zoran Matic - with 
Matic already on record as saying 
that this is his last season in 
charge. 

But top class football has no 


room for sentiment and the Zebras 
are no different. 

"No, its just business as usual 
for us," says Tony Vidmar. 

"Maybe we'll look back if we win 
on the day and say that it was a bit 
special because it was Zoran's 
last game — but just now we don't 
think about that at all. 

"We're just working for each 
other to make it to the Grand Final, 
we don't care who we play - we 
just want to get there and when we 
do it'll be time for us to do the 
business." 


J LEAGUE BOOST 
FOR CHAMPS 


This year's NSL Champions will play in a two game series in 
Tokyo. The J League have offered to pay all expenses for the 


Aussie champs — as well as a handsome cash boost of 
$US100,000 — plus a bonus prize for the winners of the games. 
"It's a welcome boost for the National Soccer League," says 
ASF Marketing Manager, Cec Bucello. 
"It is just the sort of thing that we need to help promote the 


game at club level." 


CATCH ALL THE SOCCER ACTION 
THIS WEEK ON SBS 


Sunday, 16 April: 

10.30am Italian Soccer 
11.30am On The Ball 

7.30pm NSL Top Six Play- Offs 


12.00am World Youth Championships Live Coverage 


Monday, 17 April: 
5.00pm Soccer On Monday 


7.00pm World Youth Championship Highlights 
12.00am World Youth Championships Live Coverage 


Tuesday, 18 April: 


7.00pm World Youth Championships Highlights 


Wednesday, 19 April: 


12.00am World Youth Championships Live Coverage 


Thursday, 20 April; 
7.00pm World Youth Championships Highlights 
12.00am World Youth Championships Live Coverage 


Friday, 21 April: 


7.00pm World Youth Championships Highlights 


Saturday, 22 April: 
4.30pm World Soccer 
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PREVENT 
MEDICI 


With the Trinomic Cushioning System for stability and shock absorbency, and an Aeroprene 
footsleeve for a secure, comfortable fit, XS Speed running shoes by Puma have been specifically 


designed to help prevent injury and maximise performance in running. XS Speed by Puma - 


because the best medicine for sporting injuries is to prevent them happening in the first place. 


\ 
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Old Blue Eyes set 
to light up the 


Valley 


WHEN SBS television asked big 
Claudio Canosa what was his best 
feature he answered: "My eyes, it is 
my blue eyes." 

But ask any Morwell Falcons 
supporter and they'll tell you that his 
best feature was that 83rd minute goal 
which put the Falcons ahead against 
Sydney United last week - and into 
their historic first ever Top Six series. 

"We've come a long way in three 
seasons," says Falcons General 
Manager Ray McCluskey, "but that 
night was something just a bit special . 

"It was absolutely raining cats and 
dogs and Sydney United played some 
fabulous football," confesses 
McCluskey. 

And when United took an early lead 
it really looked like that was that. 

But then up popped John Markovski 
with one of those special goals that 
only he is capable of although it was 
still left to the big Argentinian to put 
the Falcons into the lead, and into the 
Finals. 

Always known as a bit of a 
footballing hothead, the Argentinian 
bom defender has tried to play that 
down this season. 

Maybe that reputation comes as 
much from Claudio's flaming red hair 
as his brick-wall style of play but 
whatever the reason he is known as a 
‘bit of a hard man. 

But speak to Claudio and you see a 
different type of person - a very 
polite and sincere family man so far 
from the rabid dog that some coaches 
would have you imagine. 

"I am just playing my ordinary 
game," Claudio says "but this season I 
haven't been punished as much. 

"I never play a dirty game, I just 
play it hard — that is my style" 

But with the FIFA-directed referees' 


clamp down in operation this season 
on foul play you might have been 
forgiven for thinking that he would be 
spending a large part of this season in 
the stand. 

And his improved record might just 
be a pointer, in Canosa's favour, that 
maybe he has been unfairly singled 
out in the past. 

Claudio doesn't quite claim that - 
although he insists that his style of 
play is hard, not dirty. 

"I love football," he says, "and I like 
playing in Morwell. 

"This is a good club and I have 
enjoyed my time here." 

Canosa has also taken time out to 
play in Singapore with Perlis, where 
he was feted like a hero. 

He has certainly put some mileage 
into his boots since his early days in 
Argentina. 

But with the bribery scandals 
currently rocking Malaysian football 
Canosa might be content to spend his 


winter ‘quietly' this year - in the 
Victorian State League. 

But he still has an ambition or two 
left in the game, including, according 
to that SBS interview, playing in the 
AC Milan backline with Franco 
Baresi. 

And he has another ambition — to 
play in a Grand Final with Morwell 
Falcons. 

To do that he has to help steer his 
club past South Melbourne in a game 
which Ray McCluskey expects to 
house the club's record attendance. 

Then the Falcons have to fly past 
Sydney United again or West 
Adelaide, one of Canosa's former 
clubs. 

Both ambitions are big orders but 
fans in the Latrobe Valley are 
convinced that the big fellow will get 
his second request - with maybe 
another goal in the offing along the 
way. 
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He's just happy 
ood football 


playing 


ROBBIE HOOKER runs out 
in tonight's game against 
Sydney United delighted with 
his move to West Adelaide, a 
move which sees him as cl" 
captain and in with a chance 
of lifting the 1995 NSL 
Championship trophy. 

"It has turned out to be a 
really good move since I 
came to Adelaide from 
Sydney Olympic," he says. 

"I'm enjoying my football a 
lot more. 

"I suppose I needed a 
change but Adelaide is a nice 
city and the laid back lifestyle 
suits me perfectly." 

Many players finding it 
difficult settling into a new team, even 
more so when that change involves 
moving interstate. 

But the man who arrived in town 
with a big reputation found his 
‘rookie’ season fairly easy. 

"When I came it was Raul Blanco's 
first season as coach and so there was 
a lot of change," he says. 

"It wasn't just me settling in as a 
new player there were sweeping 
changes in the team so everyone 
really started off on the same note, it 
was really new for everyone." 

West Adelaide have picked up a 
reputation of playing very attractive 
football although sometimes the 
results haven't gone quite the way that 
their adventurous style of play 
deserves. 

But Robbie Hooker — the man that 
the fans cal] 'Happy' — wouldn't 
change a bit of it. 

"We've played some brilliant games 
and lost," he adds, "but if you keep on 
playing good football then in the long 


run I believe that things will work out. 


"We want to entertain for our fans, 
and if we can keep them happy with 
entertaining footbal] then that is what 
we are trying to do. 
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"Along the way that might mean 
that we'll lose a couple of games but 
in the Jong run it will all work out." 

This season West Adelaide have 
unleashed a new secret weapon on the 
NSL - the Cameroonian international 
Cyrille Ndongo-Keller, but Robbie 
Hooker just Jaughs when you suggest 
that Cyrille is an easy player to play 
behind. 

"You never know what Cyrille is 
going to do next," says Robbie. 

"Sometimes I don't think that even 
he knows — but he is a really fine 
individual player and it is that 
unknown part of his game which 
makes him so good." 

The big conversation point in the 
‘city of churches' is whether this will 
be an all-Adelaide Grand Final year — 
and that is something which the West 
Ad captain positively relishes. 

"Everyone is talking about it," he 
says. 

"It would be great for the game and 
we would have a full house for that if 
it happened. 

"The last time West Adelaide won 
the championship, in 1978, the team 
had to take a point off City in the last 
game of the season. 

"There was a full house for that and 


I know that we would pack them in 
again. 

"I think that the two legged semi 
final suits us perfectly as well, so I'm 
confident of going onto the next 
round. 

"Teams come to Adelaide trying to 
get a draw but that suits us fine 
because when we play away they have 
to open up. 

"A draw isn't any good over two 
legs and when they open up on their 
ground we can play without any 
pressure. 

"Our fans expect so much from us at 
Hindmarsh that usually we play better 
away from home. 

"That second leg is always going to 
be more open — and that suits West 
Adelaide perfectly." 

At the end of this season Robbie 
Hooker is out of contract but he tosses 
aside any suggestion that he is 
heading back to Sydney. 

Instead, he seems perfectly content 
with life at West Adelaide — although 
he'd be a Jot ‘happier' with a 
Championship medal safely tucked 
away, particularly if that Grand Final 
win was against his city rivals. 


SYDNEY UNITED earned its place 
in the Top Six in some style — with an 
unparalleled 10 match unbeaten run 
which stretches back into January. 

In fact the until the last match, 
United had not lost in regulation 90 
minutes play since their game against 
Adelaide City, the reigning NSL 
champions. 

"That was a bad day for us," 
remembers Culina, "but we leamed 
something even from that defeat. 

"T like to think that I can Jearn 
something from everything and 
everybody and since then we have put 
those lessons into operation." 

But along the way four key players 
have contributed significantly to 
Sydney United's run — the ever 
present Zeljko Kalac, Eric 
Hristodoulou, Velimir Kupresak and 
Robbie Stanton. 

Kalac has often grabbed the 
headlines with his match winning 
saves but the tall keeper would be the 
first to concede that United's is a game 
of team effort. 

One player who seems to be at the 
other end of the media glare is 
defender Robbie Stanton, the 23- 
year-old who celebrated his birthday 
yesterday and who seems to have 
been around forever. 

In his time at the club which he 
joined as a junior Stanton has become 
almost part of the furniture, his name 
seemingly indelibly inscribed on the 
first grade team sheet. 

He he has also become maybe the 
most under-rated player in the 
National League, and one who 
national boss Eddie Thomson could 
do well to have a Jook at for his left 
back spot. 

Most players are put into a 
defensive role because their ball 
contro] isn't quite the same as their 
midfield or forward counterparts, 
although they compensate with an 
aggressive ability to tackle. 

From them the big boot upfield is 
just a part of the game. Robbie 
Stanton, however, doesn't quite fit that 
mould. 

Instead he is a classy ball—playing 
defender who seems just as composed 
with the ball at his feet as he does 
when putting in a bone-jarring tackle. 

"I enjoy playing the game," says 
Stanton, "and I enjoy playing in my 
position. "We have some really gifted 
players at Sydney United but in the 


Stanton has 


a space 


in his 


pocket 


modem game you really have to be a 
bit more all-round. 

"Look at our stoppers, Velimir 
Kupresak, Tony Popovic and Mark 
Babic, they're not just there to stop the 
ball - they also do things with it as 
well. 

"Our stoppers are always getting 
forward, giving us that extra man and 
it just adds another dimension to our 
game." 

But it is also Stanton's ability to be 
able to bring the ball under contro] in 
a foot of space which adds even 
another dimension to Culina's Sydney 
United defence. 

That allows the side to play a 
smooth passing style of game, even 
out of defence, which has set their 
hallmark in the NSL this season. 

Culina, with the benefit of talented 
fullbacks like Stanton and David 
Zadrilic, also plays a 'swinging' style of 
defence in which he can quickly add 
his two wide defenders to the attack. 

Against the tougher teams they play 
more as defenders while against 
others they can swing their versatility 
into attack, acting as extra midfielders, 
without upsetting the overall pattern 
of play. 

That style has seen Stanton get his 
name on the scoresheet — for only the 
second time in his senior career. 

"The other time was against 
Brisbane when I knocked one in with 


just fifteen minutes to go," he recalls. 

"But I enjoy scoring a goal. I'll get 
forward whenever I can and if the 
chance comes my way then I'm not 
hesitant to take a shot. This season 
every player in the backline has got 
on the scoresheet." 

That says as much about Culina's 
system as it does about the players' 
individual abilities. 

It isn't any great surprise either that 
Robbie Stanton wants to play against 
arch rivals Melbourne Knights in the 
Grand Final, the team that everyone 
wants to beat. 

Last season the Knights took their 
Sydney cousins to the cleaners and 
this season they continued that form 
with a thumping 4-1 win in 
Melbourne. 

It looked as if the Southerners had 
the wood on United until the second 
phase game when Sydney really took 
apart their more fancied rivals — only 
to end up with a 2-2 draw. 

In that game the Knights had two 
scoring chances — and took both. 

"Yes, I'd like to play the Knights if 
we make the Grand Final," says 
Robbie Stanton — and his grin makes 
you think that this under-rated 
defender sees his chance to put the 
highly accomplished Mark Viduka 
and Joe Spiteri in his pocket, a fitting 
reward for a Jong, hard season. 


NSL Top Six PAGE 23 


¢ 
fie 
© om 
oo | 
= om 
om 
~~ 
op. 
mr 
BS 
we 
O 

rl 
_ 
pW 
a 


SL Competition . 
SL Competition 
SL Competitionf 


N 
N 
N 


PAGE 24 NSL Top Six 


Prizes have been made available courtesy of the 
participating firms and the Australian Soccer 
Federation. 

In the event of more than one correct entry the 
winning entries will be drawn at random. 


COMPETITION 2 


WIN A Coca-Cola 


FOOTBALL 
SUPPORTERS PACK 


Name the scorer of last year's 
winning Grand Final goal. 


COMPETITION 3 


Support the Coca-Cola Socceroos 


WIN TWO FREE TICKETS TO 
SEE AUSTRALIA v GHANA 


Forecast the competing teams in this 
year's NSL Grand Final. 


Competition 4 


a 


1995 TOP SIX 
SERIES 
NSL Competition 


OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM 
| Please do not copy this form - only originals 
will be accepted*. 


Name 


|Address 


COMPETITION #1 


Answer: 


COMPETITION #2 


Answer: 


COMPETITION # = ———___ 


Answer: 


COMPETITION #4 


Answer: 


*Entry may only be made on the official 
coupon attached in this magazine except for 
entrants from South Australia who may enter 
on a photocopy or facsimile. 


Please send all completed entries to: 
Top Six Competition Number 1 

PO Box 869 

Queanbeyan 

NSW 2620 


= 


NSL Top Six PAGE 25 


BOKA 
ALUMINIUM 
WINDOWS 
PTY; ETD: 


OK 


COMMERCIAL - INDUSTRIAL 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 


DOMESTIC 
WINDOWS & DOORS — SUPPLY 
ONLY 


| FXD FXD 608 3222 
| 3 Lyn Parade, Hoxton 
| Park, Liverpool 


S.J.P. FORMWORK 


ESTABLISHED 1970 


HIGHLY SPECIALISED AND 
EXPERIENCED IN ALL BUILDING 
CONSTRUCTION AND CIVIL WORK 


WE PROVIDE HIGH QUALITY SERVICE WITH 
QUALITY ASSURANCE AND QUALITY CONTROL 


TELEPHONE: (02) 832 4133 
FACSIMILE: (020) 625 2387 


CONTACT: 
STIPE PEJKOVIC ON MOBILE 018 228 374 


SJ.P. FORMWORK (AUST) PTY LTD 
A.C.N. 003 130 103 
170 POWER STREET, GLENDENNING. NSW. 2761 


A New Bold Image 


—_—_ 


CLL Ba a 
50 Mini Spring Rolls ! a 


— wae , 
Serving > é: Servingisugge 1 


Dim Sims — Delicious Spring Rolls — Crispy Mini spring Rolls-— A 
steamed, fried or and taste-tempting meals new addition, perfect for 
microwaved prepared in minutes snacks or appetizers. 


t Marathon we pride ourselves in maintaining the highest quality possible, and the fact is that all our 
products have no added MSG, important in todays health conscious market. All our products are 
prepared daily from fresh ingredients, and are attractively packaged to suit popular consumer demands. 
For inquiries or further information please contact any of our representative during business hours, on the 
numbers listed below. 
Marathon Food Industries Pty. Ltd. 


HEAD OFFICE: NSW SA WA QLD 

52-53 Hobson Road, Wayne Douglas Food Force Agencies | Glenmac Agencies Wayne Douglas 
Kensington & Associates Thebarton SA 5031 Phone: (09) 455 1200 = & Associates 
Victoria 3031 Phone: (07) 376 2022 ~~ Phone: (08) 352.5319 Fax: (09) 455 1868 Phone: (07) 376 2022 
Phone: (03) 3766160 — Fax: (07) 376 8104 Fax: (08) 437 330 Fax: (07) 376 8104 


vie." PRODUCT OF 
AUSTRALIA 


Fax: (03) 376 5847 


